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WELCOME 

Dear Friends, 
 
Welcome to the Escape to Africa auction!  This catalog contains numerous treas-
ures and will be your guide during our evening of adventure. 
 
Monroe Montessori offers each child a unique educational opportunity that is 
critical in developing a foundation for a life of exceptional learning.  This is only 
possible through our strong sense of community.  Your attendance here tonight 
demonstrates your commitment to our children and the goals of our 
school.  The money raised this evening will fund the schoolôs enrichment pro-
gram, providing Art, Music and Language to our children.   
 
An evening like this required a great deal of time, effort and energy from our 
great parent volunteers and generous donors!  Please take a moment to thank 
them for their dedication to the success of this event.  I also want to extend a 
special thank you to the many businesses that generously contributed with prod-
ucts, services or monetary donation.  Please remember to support them through-
out the year. 
 
Most of all thank you for your efforts and enjoy yourself tonight!  Let the bid-
ding begin! 
  
Yours Truly, 
 
Kathy Pinson 
Auction Chair 
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

4:00 pm  Registration  
 
  Silent Auction Opens 
 
  50/50 Raffle Tickets on Sale 
  Tuition Raffle Tickets on Sale 
 
5:00 pm  White Table Closes 
 
5:10 pm  Blue Table Closes 
 
5:20 pm  Red Table Closes 
 
  Last Chance to Purchase Raffle Tickets 
   
 
5:30 pm  Live Auction Begins 
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Auctioneer  

 

Tim Leahyôs warm, professional style and sense of humor set the stage for auc-
tion guests to have a fun-filled and enjoyable evening while bidding very gener-
ously.   

He takes a personal interest in the financial and entertainment success of your 
event.  He only services benefit auctions and works diligently to generate the 
maximum dollars to support your charities.  Tim is a master at working with 
large or small auction committees, while providing as much or little pre-auction 
support as each auction chair requests.  Tim is equally talented at helping new 
auction chairs holding their first auction, or established auctions that need to 
generate substantial revenue for the continued success of the charity. 

AUCTION STAFF  
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AUCTION RULES  

How to Bid 
All guests will be assigned a bid number at registration.  Only registered bidders can participate in the 
auction process.  To bid during the silent auction, write your bidder number next to the amount you would 
like to offer on the bid sheet.  Anything less than the minimum bid is void.  The last bid at closing time 
constitutes the winning bid, except if a guaranteed bid has already been placed on the item.  The 
ñGuaranteed Bid Boxò on the silent auction form ensures you ownership of that item.  When you enter 
your number in the Guaranteed Bid Box, you have won that item for the amount specified.  The closing 
bids will be certified by an auction staff person.  No bids entered after the closing time will be honored.  To 
bid during the live auction, simply hold your bid number high until the auctioneer acknowledges your bid.  
When no more bids are offered, the last bid acknowledged has won the item. 
 
If You Win 
All sales are final and there will be no exchange or refund on items except where specified.  Please make 
payment in full this evening.  We accept check, Visa and MasterCard.  Auction items may only be removed 
from the premises by either an auction staff or by showing a paid receipt that confirms your purchase of the 
item(s).  Before leaving, make sure you have everything that you paid for.  
 
Invoices & Early Checkout 
If paying by credit card, you will receive a preliminary invoice the night of the auction, your card will be 
charged the week after the auction and the final receipt will be mailed to you.  Please note:  For those 
wanting to check out early (prior to the end of the live auction), we MUST have a completed Quick Check 
form.  Your invoice total may not be available if you choose early checkout , but will be included in the 
mailed receipt. 
 
Merchandise Pickup 
All purchased items must be removed from the auction site the night of the auction.  Any items left un-
claimed will be stored at the buyerôs expense unless other arrangements have been previously make with an 
auction committee member. 
 
Liability & Item Descriptions 
Monroe Montessori PBC Auction Committee Members have made every effort to describe and catalog all 
items appropriately, but all items are sold ñas-isò.  Auction Committee Members neither warrant, nor guar-
antee item details, descriptions, authorship, provenance or other specifics.  Bidders may request additional 
information before or during actual bidding.  Values for some items are estimates and many have restric-
tion and expiration dates. 
 
Information Regarding Redemption of Items 
Unless otherwise specified all auction items and services must be used within one year from date of pur-
chase at the auction.  Other restrictions may apply.  Read catalog descriptions carefully and listen for an-
nouncements by the auctioneer regarding item details or limitations.  Many service related items require 
the purchaser to schedule redemption at a mutually agreeable date and/or time.  Hotel stays and other 
accommodations also may require advance booking of more than one month.  No refunds will be allowed 
on items for lack of space, ability to redeem, cancellation, etc. 
 
Tax Deduction 
For tax purposes, the value for the meal is estimated at $25 per person.  Your payments for (a portion of) 
tickets and items may be deductable as a charitable contribution only to the extent provided by law.  Ac-
cording to the Internal Revenue Service, only the amount paid for an auction in excess of the actual fair 
market value of the item is tax deductible.  For tax purposes, a receipt will be mailed to you after the auc-
tion. The Monroe Montessori PBC urges all attendees to consult IRS Revenue Ruling 67-246 and their tax 
consultant or attorney regarding tax deductibility for items purchase at this event.   
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Centerpieces  

 

All our beautiful centerpieces were provided by David Smith.  David Smith was 
introduced to the art of glass blowing in 1978 while studying for a degree in 
Materials Science and Engineering at MIT. His final two years were spent in the 
Materials Artifacts Laboratory where he did analysis on man's earliest evidence 
of ceramic processing, the pigment used in cave paintings and worked on the 
project tracing the transfer of porcelain technology from China down the silk 
road to Europe.  After graduation, in 1983, he returned to Seattle and started 
working full-time as a glass blower. 
In 1987, he bought a one-way ticket to China and then traveled across Asia and 
the Soviet Union.  He spent the next 5 years living and working with artists in 
Finland, Germany, France and Ireland.  He returned to Seattle and established 
his own studio/hot-shop in Ballard.  His art glass has been collected and 
appreciated around the world and his glass castings are installed in the Atlanta 
Federal Building as well as public and private buildings in the Northwest.  His 
work is an extension of his technical background in glass science and his love of 
the traditions and history of glass blowing throughout the world. 
 
 
Teachers List display  

 

As you walk into the main event room on your right, you will see the animals 
gathered around the baobab tree.   
 
According to Zambian creation myth when the Great Spirit made the world he 
gave each animal his own particular tree. The hyena got the baobab and threw it 
down in disgust, the tree landed the wrong way up with the roots sticking up 
like branches. 
 
The teachers have come up with many items they could use in their 
classrooms.  If you would like to purchase some of these items, simply pull down 
an animal, write your bidder number on it and put it back on the display.  This 
is a great way to help out the teachers with those little "extras" and thank them 
for all they do for our kids." 
 
 
 
 
 

UNIQUE TREASURES 
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Tuition Raffle  

 
This year weôre very excited to announce a new raffle. The winner will receive a 
voucher for $4, 100 off their childôs tuition during 2010-2011 school year. If we 
donôt sell the minimum number of tickets (82) then the raffle automatically 
converts to a 50/50 with the winner splitting the pot with the PBC. Tickets are 
$50 and are 100% tax deductible. 
 
 
50/50 Raffle  

 

Be on the lookout for our ticket sellers!  They will be selling raffle tickets at 
$2.00 each.  The best part about this raffle is the winner splits the pot with the 
PBC.  Maybe the fortune will shine on you tonight.  The winning ticket will be 
announced prior to the live auction. 
 
 

Dessert Dash  

 

The dessert dash is deliciously fun!  The desserts range from mouth watering 
elegance to oh-so humble and everything in-between.  What will your tableôs bid 
win you?  Maybe a Caramel Chocolate Cheesecake or a Baileyôs Irish Cream 
cake.  Maybe something plastic-wrapped from the 7-11! To find out you might 
need to kick off your shoes and get ready to run...if you are not speedy you 
might end up with a box of Hostess Twinkies. 
 
 

UNIQUE TREASURES 
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LIVE AUCTION  

1.  go seahawks!  

 

¶  Two tickets to any 2010 season or pre-season Seahawk's home game. 
 Section 117, Row PP, Seats 6 + 7.   

¶  Football autographed by Nate Burleson. 

 

 Restrictions: Excludes 49er's and Rams Games. 

 Donors: Jose Mata and Scott Pinson   Value:$210 
 Seattle Seahawks 
 
 
 
2.  Birthday Party at Monroe Fire Station  

 

 This package includes the use of Monroe Fire Station 31 training room 
 for 90 minutes, a guided tour of the fire station by Monroe Firefighters, 
 fire truck rides, and goodie bags for the kids. Space limited to 12 kids. 
 Schedule at least two weeks in advance. 

 Includes a $50 gift certificate for Fred Meyer to purchase cake, ice 
 cream and decorations. 

 Monroe Fire Department   Priceless 
 Fred Meyer 
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3.  K9 Ride -along with Monroe Police Department  

 

 Enjoy the thrill of riding along with Monroeôs finest and observe the 
 skill of these highly trained dogs at work with their handlers. 

 

 Participant must be at least 16 years old. 
 Monroe Police Department   Dream Come True 

 

 

  

 

4.  Guided Fly Fishing Trip on the Skykomish for        

 steelhead trout  

 Join Joe Ewing of Northwest Steelheading for a day of fly fishing on the 
 Skykomish.  Choose from winter-run (from December to February) or 
 summer-run steelhead (from June 7th until Mid to late August depend
 ing on water conditions).    Your day on the river will include casting 
 tips, along with teaching you the ability to read water for these fsh.   
 You'll also learn  presentation techniques that will help you catch more 
 fish in the future.  Trips are generally 8 hours and include lunch, re
 freshments and transportation on the river via Joe's trusty raft.  Flies 
 and rods will be provided but feel free to bring your own equipment.  
 We've included a fly box filled with fishing flies (valued at $200) to get 
 you started. 

 

 Dan & Karen McCain    Value:$550 

 

 

 

  

LIVE AUCTION  
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LIVE AUCTION  

5.  Bidding frenzy  

 

Grilla Bites                                         Value: $15 

 

Ivarôs or Kid Valley                       Value: $20 

 

El Paradiso                                         Value: $25 

 

Arnieôs Restaurant                       Value: $25 

 

Hitching Post Café                         Value: $25 

 

Canyonôs Restaurant                   Value: $25 

 

Espresso Connection                   Value: $50 

 

Dukeôs Chowder House               Value: $50 

 

Fred Meyer                                          Value: $50 

 

Sockeyeôs                                            Value: $25 

 

Arnieôs Restaurant                       Value: $25 
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LIVE AUCTION  

6.  Principal for the Day  

 Have your child  spend the morning as school principal, ñsuperviseò a 
 fire drill, declare a ñspecial recessò or ñspecial treatò for his or her class 
 and eat lunch with the staff.  All the perks of being Head Honcho! 

 

 Monroe Montessori    Dream Come True 

 

 

 

7.  Teacherôs luncheon 

 Wildly popular, the Spring Teacherôs Luncheon is a special day for 
 your child.  This exclusive group of 12 begins their trip at Rubyôs Diner 
 in Woodinville for lunch.  A special book reading follows at Barnes & 
 Noble with the teacher helping the student pick out a special book to 
 take home.  The afternoon ends with a trip to Cold Stone Creamery 
 for a sweet treat.  What a great way to make a positive memory!  The 
 date for this unforgettable trip is May 15th. Ms Henderson will not 
 attend this event as her class has planned an alternate event. 

 

       Value: Priceless 

 

8.  firefighter for a day  

 Come spend the day with the Monroe Firefighters! Find out about the 
 daily life of our firefighters and ride along with the medic unit and fire 
 truck as they respond to emergency calls. This ride-along will be sched-
 uled for up to 6 hours. 

 Must be 18 years or older 

 Monroe Fire Department   Dream Come True 
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LIVE AUCTION  

9.  calling all soccer fans!  

 Indulge the soccer fan in your life with a dream day out AND a soccer 
 party. 

¶  2 tickets to watch Seattle Sounders vs. Salt Lake Real on Sept  9, buffet 
 dinner at 7pm, followed by game at 8pmðtickets in section 235. 

¶  Soccer ball autographed by Sounders #10 Freddie Ljungberg. 

¶  Birthday Party at Snohomish Soccer Dome (1 hour on field, 1 hours in 
 party room)  

 Donors: Jeff &Abby Cole,     Value: $475 
 Seattle Sounders FC & Snohomish Soccer Dome  

 

10.  addendums  

 

11.  Ms Hendersonôs  Classroom Project  

 

 The djembe (JEM-bay) is a goatskin-covered African hand drum shaped 
 like a large goblet and is played with bare hands. The drum tradition
 ally comes from the Mali Empire of West Africa. It was originally used 
 for ceremonial purposes, but is now used to unite communities and for 
 entertainment. 
 
 This drum is carved from plantation grown mahogany, and has been 
 decorated by the children of the upper elementary class. Each child 
 chose an African symbol, then drew and painted it along with  a back
 ground color onto the drum. Some chose the design for its meaning 
 and others chose for the aesthetically pleasing design. 
 
 Accompanying the drum is a guide book (also made by the children) 
 explaining each symbolôs meaning. This lovely piece of artwork will be a 
 beautiful addition to any nook or cranny. 

       Value:Priceless 
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Family Business Section    
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Family Business Section   
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Family Business Section   
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LIVE AUCTION  

12.  mrs heinemanôs class project 

 This beautiful mosaic-encrusted mirror in a custom-made 30ò x 30ò 
 frame depicts the venerable baobab tree, a stalwart in some of Africaôs 
 most unforgiving climates. Every part of the tree is used in some way by 
 the native people. The leaves can be eaten like spinach, made into tea 
 or dried for use as a condiment. The pulp inside the seed pods is mixed 
 with water to make a refreshing drink. which local farmers also use to 
 treat malaria. The seeds themselves can be roasted and eaten, or 
 pounded into nut butter. Even the bark  plays a part in daily life when 
 it is soaked, pounded, and fashioned into rope, fishing nets and 
 clothes. 

       Value: Priceless 

13.  Suncadia Resort weekend  

 Set on the sunny eastern slopes of the Cascades, alongside the spar
 kling waters of the Cle Elum River and surrounded by pristine pine 
 forest, Suncadia offers the ultimate luxury mountain resort experience 
 with a perfect combination of outdoor recreation and luxurious accom
 modations and amenities. From championship golf, fly fishing and 
 miles of spectacular hiking and cycling trails to spa treatments, shop
 ping, and fine dining, Suncadia is a place for friends and family to relax 
 and reconnect 

 This package includes two nights in a one-bedroom suite with the fol
 lowing amenities. 

¶ 870 square feet 
¶ One bedroom 
¶ One bathroom 
¶ King-sized bed in master bedroom  
¶ Living area with queen sofa sleeper  
¶ Formal dining area 
¶ Gas fireplace 
¶ Full kitchen with stainless steel European-style appliances 
¶ Stack washer/dryer  
¶ Sleeps 2 to 4 
¶  

Donor: Suncadia     Value:$600 
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LIVE AUCTION  

14.  mrs washburn and mrs sagerôs pre k/k class  

          Project  

 

 The PreK/K students in classroom B1 were inpired by author/artist 
 Eric Carle.  This masterpiece was created with hundreds of pieces of 
 cut handpainted and textured papers.  This African scene is beautifully 
 painted and framed in a hand carved wood frame.  Bring the beauty of 
 Africa in to your home with this one of a kind piece of art. 
       Value: Priceless 

15.  mrs wrightôs class project  

 Bring a part of Africa into your home with these cute hand-painted 
 ceramic elephants. These elephants can be displayed as individual 
 shelves, or as book ends. The students worked very hard painting them 
 and you will find their autographs on the back of each book end. They 
 also donated 38 hard back books to make the set complete. This would 
 be a great addition to your library at home. 

       Value: Priceless 

16.  Five Course Dinner Party for 8  

 Get ready to treat your guests to a evening of food and wine in your 
 own home.  Professional chef Eric Naruszewicz will work with you to 
 plan a menu to suite your personal tastes. Then relax as Eric and crew 
 create and serve a memorable feast to you and your lucky guests.  To 
 make the evening complete weôve included a case of seasonal variety 
 wines from Chateau Ste. Michelle and $50 in flowers.  So whether you 
 have a special day coming up or just love great food, start planning your 
 guest list and raise your paddle high. 
 

 Not available between May 24th and November 19th.   

 Donors:  Eric Naruszewicz,  Layne Boyce,  Value: $800 
 Garden City Floral, Chuck & Montien Dunkin,  
 Craig & Therese McKelvey, Sarah Hansen & Kris Norland   
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LIVE AUCTION  

17.  trip of a lifetime  

So many places to go and so little time.  Let us help you with this opportunity 
for a ñTrip of a Lifetime!ò  Italyé.Balié.Africa!  How do I choose?   
 Italy awaits you!  Perched high atop a hill overlooking the beautiful Umbrian 
countryside, Poggio del Vento is truly a special corner of the world.  This loca-
tion sits on 12 acres outside the ancient village of Todi in Umbria, situated be-
tween Florence and Rome.  Two of you will be staying in a charming and spa-
cious apartment that appears to have existed in biblical times, yet has all the 
amenities of a modern home.  The large master bedroom includes a queen size 
bed, and a sizeable bathroom.  Your 7 night stay includes a 2 hour cooking les-
son from an Italian chef!  Bon Journo!   
 Want something more tropical?  The clear blue waters of Bali call to you!  Apa 
Kabar Villas are located on the tranquil eastern coast of Bali.  The resort sits 
next to the Indian Ocean in an area of Bali famous for outstanding diving, snor-
keling, hiking and relaxed ambiance.    Two of you will stay in an air-
conditioned, one-bedroom unit with a large tile bath area.  Each unit faces ei-
ther the ocean or the 40-foot swimming pool.   A beautiful open-air restaurant 
offers a full-service menu of delicious local Balinese and Indonesian cui-
sine.  Daily breakfast and two dinners for two are included in your 7 night 
stay.  Youôll also get two diving excursions for two people, accompanied by a 
master diver, with equipment provided.  If snorkeling is more your speed, thatôs 
fine tooé or take the tourist excursions.  Four one-hour massages help round 
out this special relaxing trip.   
 You say you donôt want relaxation, but are looking for adventure?  Then grab 
your camera and explore Africa!  Zulu Nyala, a private game reserve in the heart 
of South Africa, will be your home for 6 days and nights.  Two of you will stay in 
a four star resort, complete with 3 meals a day.    Twice a day you will journey 
into the wilds in open Land Rovers to discover the magic of Africa.  Youôll see 
the plainsô abundant gameðelephant, rhino, leopard, giraffe, hippo, zebra, chee-
tah and buffalo.  Follow in the footprints of the elephants along ancient river-
beds during guided walks.   
 All of these trips have a 2 year expiration allowing you the convenience of plan-
ning ahead.   
 Your ñBucket Listò surely has one, if not all, of these special excursions on it.  If 
youôre the winning bidder, you can check one off of your list!   

Tim Leahy Benefit Auction  Value ï Up to $4,000  
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LIVE AUCTION  

18.   fund a need  

Our Fund A Item this year deals with classroom computers.    Keeping 
up with technology is an on-going need at our school.  Teachers at the 
preschool level use computers to do subject research, prepare docu-
ments for class use, and email news to parents about upcoming 
events.  Currently preschool staff borrow computers in other class-
rooms, come to the office or wait until they go home to access a com-
puter.  We seek to purchase two laptops that would be kept in the class-
room for staff use.  At the elementary level, the increasing amount of 
student research using a computer bumps up against available existing 
classroom computers.  We seek to meet this need by purchasing addi-
tional computing resources that are portable and designed to be taken 
to a studentôs work area.  

 

19.   Up, Up and Away!  

 
 From the mountains to the sea, from downtown Seattle at night to the 
 beautiful San Juan Islandsé  or fly over your house!  Bring your camera 
 and let a professional certified pilot be your guide.  Up to 3  passen
 gers can be accommodated on this one hour flight.  Afterwards  visit 
 the Paine Field ATC Tower for a private tour behind the scenes.  Learn 
 about radar and how air traffic control personnel keep planes and pas
 sengers safe.  Really like planes?  Then youôll also enjoy the two passes 
 weôve included to the Future of Flight and Boeing Tour. 

 

 Donors: Northway Aviation,           Value: Experience of a Lifetime 
              Paine Field ATC Tower,  
               and Future of Flight Aviation Center. 

 




